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MONKS’ HOUSE AMD THE EARNE ISLANDS 
BY LAUREL NORTH 

The North Sea was the view from my bedroom window. The shore 
was of smooth, fine sand with occasional areas of rough, jagged 
rocks made even rougher by the barnacles and mussels which covered 
them. If the days were fine, people walked on the shore so there 
were few birds. On rainy days and early in the morning the shore 
belonged to the birds. The Eider Ducks came out of the sea onto 
the rocks. Herring, Black-headed and Lesser Black-backed Gulls 
stood on the shore. Oyster Catchers searched for food on the rock 
Groups of Turnstones and of Ringed Plover hunted among the seaweed 
or probed in the sand for food. 

A fire was always laid in the fireplace in the living room at 
Monks’ House. On rainy days it was comfortable to have the fire 
lighted after breakfast. Now this living room had three windows 
which faced the sea. We pushed up the biggest one and a group con 
tinually scanned the shore and the sea for more and other birds. 

Of course, the open window partially neutralized the warmth from 
the fire, but it made a splendid observation point. 

The Director and owner of Monks’ House Bird Obsefvatory is 
Dr. E.A.R. Ennion. It is situated on the east shore of England 
between Newcastle-on-Tyne and the Scottish border. When, as you 
look at the map, you see the two names of Seahouses and of Bam- 
burgh and just off shore the Earne Islands, then Monks’ House is 
there. In twenty minutes you can walk to the village of Sea- 
houses, while twenty-five minutes the other way brings you to 
Bamburgh and Bamburgh Castle, 

High grass-covered sand hills run parallel to the shore, 
lust at Monks' House a small stream flows into the sea. This is 
the only break in the sandhills which rise up on either side of 
Monks’ House until they are much higher. It is the only house on 
the shore side of the road between Seahouses and Bamburgh. It 
was amazing that the sand dunes gave way to make space for a 
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rambling stone houss. If vv© walk©d home along the shore be¬ 
tween the sand hills and the sea, it always surprised me to 
find that suddenly the sand dunes sloped right down to the 
level of the shore and there, almost level with the sea, was 
Monks’ House. ’ 


Monks’ House has been an inn and it will accomodate about 
twenty guests. It has belonged to Lindisfarne Priory and has 
been used as a store house and a landing place for monks going 
to and from their retreat on the Inner Fame. The Fame Islands 
are a group of small rocky treeless islands that are from a mile 
and a half to five miles from shore. To visit them the sea must 
be calm enough to allow a boat to land on the islands. One 
might stay for a week and not be able to land on them. During 
the week I spent there, one day only was suitable. 


The Fame Islands, so near and yet so remote, have been 
usacl as a retreat for meditation. The first known person to 
visit the islands was St. Aidan, the first Bishop of Lindis¬ 
farne, During his occupancy from 635 to 652 he went to the 
Fames to be alone for his meditations.- ■ In 676 St. Cuthbert 
lived for eight years on the Inner Fame. He built a cell'of 
stones and turf and dwelt there alone. It is 
he loved all the birds which nested there, he 
ly fond of the beautiful Common Eider Ducks. 


until recent years, 
the Common Eider 
his death Others 
was a monk named 
years during the 
was established 


known that, while 
was particular- 
That is why, 


coast fishermen have called 
Cuthbert f s Duck. 


the north-east 

by the name of St. Cuthbert f s Duck. After 
found solitude on the Islands. One of these 
Bartholomew, who lived there for forty-two 
twelfth century. In 1255 a Benedictine house 
on the Inner Fame. To-day you will see a 


chapel and a tower in good condition. 


, dn ^e reign ol Gilarles in 1673, a license was granted 
to establish the first official lighthouse on the islands, 
ihe light was a coal and wood fire, which was kept burning 

thettower ‘ It ^ as f rora - a lighthouse 
on thme islands that Grace Darling and her father rowed out 

to rescue nine persons from a wrecked vessel. The lighthouse 
is automatic now and lighthouse keepers no longer live there 

That the Fame Islands should be preserved as a bird 
sanctuary seems quite obvious now, but hard work and vision 

adout ’ T h 8 first Bird Protection Act was passed in 
1880. No one lived on the Fames to enforce the Act, however 
and certain people considered that something must be done to ’ 
protect the birds which visited the Fames annually to breed. 
Accordingly a few persons in Northumberland County founded the 
arne Islands Association^ With the approval of the owners of 
the islands, this Association employed trustworthy men as bird¬ 
watchers throughout the nesting season. 


moo T?\ lslands wsre owned two different families. In 
192^ it decade known that the closer group of islands was to 
be sold and that there was' a possibility that they might be 
bought and developed as a holiday resort. I simply cannot 
imagine those treeless, roclcy, windy, cold, inaccessible is- 
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lands as a holiday resort, but anything is possible. Meetings 
were held and the late Viscount Grey of Fallodon sponsored a pub¬ 
lic appeal for funds. Enough money to buy the Islands was sub¬ 
scribed in a short time. In 1925 the Fame Islands were purchased 
and* formally handed over to the National Trust, At present a loca.l 
committee of the National Trust administers the Islands. From May 
to August at least two bird-watchers live there among the thousands 
of birds. Supplies are brought to them. You may laud on some of 
the islands if you have a landing permit. The Fame Islands Assoc¬ 
iation is still in existence and provides part of the funds needed 
for the upkeep of bhe aucient buildings and the adequate protection 
of the birds. You may join this Association for 10s. 6d. and re¬ 
ceive a yearly report on the bird life and a free landing permit. 

Life at Monk’s House is geared to the life of a bird-watcher. 
After breakfast at 8 o'clock, you may have a lunch and a thermos 
of hot tea so that you need not return until dinner at 7. There 
is tea at 4.30, if you happen to wish it. 

On two days we went with Dr. Ennion beyond the village of Sea- 
houses to a very small river, the Ansted. Dr. Ennion wanted to 
band waders. He had an arrangement so that there was a net on the 
sandy edge of the stream and then a long wire attached to it. 

When some shore bird stood at the right spot, Dr, Ennion pulled 
the wire, which threw the net.on the birds. .Then he hurried up 
to band and measure them, a Bar-tailed Godwit was a most inter¬ 
ested spectator of this. He did not fly away although the net 
almost caught him. During the following day two Bar-tailed Godwits 
were trapped and banded but, of course, we could not tell whether 
one of them was the inquisitive Godwit, The other birds banded 
were Red-backed Sandpipers. 

The weather was not at all good during my week’s stay at 
Monk’s House. On Monday the waves kept rolling in although a 
strong wind blew offshore. When the waves broke in foam the wind 
blew the spray back so that the shore was lined with spray and 
foam, ' No wonder people call them sea horses and fancy the white 
horses are rearing and tossing their white manes as they advance 
to the shore. At the same time a miniature sand storm took place 
on the shore as the wind swirled the sand across the beach. All 
this was fascinating to watch, but it made it impossible to walk 
about the shore for the sand was blown into our eyes. 

We did go to the Fame Islands during my week at Monk’s 
House. Each morning I looked out of my window to see the birds 
on the shore and to see whether the sea was calm. Thursday came 
In with a thick fog, which lifted until we could discern the sea. 

It -became clearer until we could see the Fames. , Then Dr. Ennion 
announced that we were, all to be at the dock in Seahouses at 10 
o'clock. At this time we did not know that a gentle rain would fall 
during most of the day, 

On the way to the Islands we passed near a fl.ock of Common 
Eider. We had seen them often on the rocks or on the sand at 
Monk’s House. I enjoyed watching them as they entered the sea 
from the sand, for they seemed to ride out on the waves. After 
each successive, wave dashed in foam over thern^. they bobbed up 
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again a little farther out,* The Common Eider nests on the 
Fames as it did in St. Cuthbert’s time. In 1951 the number 
nesting there had increased to about 200. .The adult male in 
full plumage is a handsome black and white bird. Unfortunate¬ 
ly at this season the adult male was in eclipse plumage, 

Gannets don’t nest on the Fames but they do fish in 
the waters up and down the coast. They flew past us constant¬ 
ly. Sometimes they were so close that we did not need binoc¬ 
ulars to see these beautiful white birds with the black- 
tipped wings. At one time two gannets flew by with their 
wings in perfect time as if they were flying to music. It’s 
a delight to watch them dive. They reconnoitre the waves, 
see a fish, rise up and then speed down. At just the right 
second they close their wings so they enter the water like a 
projectile. 

Out boat approached four of the "sea parrots 11 or Puffins, 
which allowed us to come so close that we could see every 
detail of their colouring, As soon as the second boat came 
up, however, they dived,as one man. Puffins lay one egg about 
four feet from the entrance of a shallow burrow. They choose 
turfy islands and turfy slopes of cliffs so parts of the Fame 
Islands are exactly to their taste. Such parts of the islands 
as suit their qualifications are honeycombed with burrows. 

Cormorants breed in colonies on some, of the islands. 

Their nests of sticks and sea weed are sometimes only a foot 
apart. I understand that the odour from the lime wash and 
partially digested fish is very strong and that not everyone • 
can take it. Cormorants do not rest on the water when they 
are not eating. They land on shore and that’s when we see 
them perched on the rocks so that they face into the wind. 

A Cormorant’s habit is to stand with wings outspread or fan 
them gently to dry them. That’s what is thought by human 
observers and it is reasoned that the feathers of the Cor¬ 
morant must be less effectively water-proofed than In most 
diving species. It’s a fascinating sight to see them stand¬ 
ing on the rocks looking sharply downward. They need to be 
as smart as they look for a mature Cormorant eats as much as 
sixteen pounds of fish a day. 

I like to see the Shag or Green Cormorant perched on the 
cliffs and facing into the wind. They look rather snaky and 
also wide awake and sharp. The Shag perch on the most unlike¬ 
ly spots and appear to be in imminent danger of sliding off, 
but they don’t. 'They looked at our boats with as much inter¬ 
est as if they had been taking notes,, too. YThen swimming they 
ride low in the water and face the sea confidently. As a 
breeding species, Shag have increased since 1931 when just; one 
nest might be reported. By 1949 there were. 64 nests on the 
Fame Islands. 

Dr. Ennion pointed out a Roseate Tern standing on a cliff. 
It had the beautiful rosy flush on its breast. Since 1930 
about two dozen pair nest on the Farnes annually. Since this 
is the northern limit of their breeding range, Roseate Terns 





are not as common as Sandwich, and Arctic Terns. In 1950 there 
were 965 pair of Sandwich Terns on the Islands, Before the last 
war there were sometimes between 1,000 and 2,000 pair. The num¬ 
bers decreased during the war, but are increasing again. The 
Sandwich Tern is often called the ”big tern” because they are 
larger, heavier birds. In addition to size as a means of ident¬ 
ification, the tail is less deeply forked and the bill is black 
with a yellow tip. The Sandwich Terns are changeable and temper¬ 
amental birds for the location and the size of the colony may 
vary greatly. Then they are disturbed by visitors, they may de¬ 
sert their nest, so you can understand why all visitors need a 
landing permit and must promise to obey the resident bird-watch¬ 
ers, 

Arctic Terns nest in colonies on rocky islets, grassy banks 
and sand dunes, so the Fame Islands suit them admirably. These 
birds are the most numerous for thousands breed there annually*' 
From their winter home in the southern ocean and on the coasts 
of the Antarctic continent, they arrive at their breeding grounds 
any time from the end of April to the first week in Tune. By 
the end of July they begin their long journey to their winter home 
in the Antarctic, Then we landed on the Inner Fame, we dio. see 
some young Terns being fed by their parents. The young lerns 
were full grown but they waited on the sand for food to be brought. 
The parent .Arctic Terns were aggressive and they screamed and 
dived at us. Ve could see their blood-red bills as they came at 
us, I always wave my gloves in the air for I have no fancy to 
come face to face with an angry Arctic Tern. 


The precipitous cliffs of the Fames are just the place 
where Kittiwakes choose to nest. The sea was so rough that we 
landed only on the island with the white lighthouse, the chapel 
and the dock. Beyond the lighthouse where the island ended in 
steep, cliffs and stacks, the Kittiwakes nested. It appeared 
that many of the nests were perched on too small a space and they 
possibly last long enough to allow a family of birds to 
Actually the nest is a neat, well-made cup which is af- 
some irregularity in the rock. The Kittiwake sa.ys its 
A large' number of Kittiwake yelling ''Kittiwake” manage 
enough noise to waken anything. They make a tremendous 


couldn T t 
grow up. 
fixed to 
own name 
to make 


amount of noise, 


• Monk's House is in an excellent farming' area. In a wet 
meadow near us, we would usually see a few duck and some shore 
birds. On the slops behind the marshy se-ction hundreds of Gulls 
came to rest. Usually a wind was blowing and standing quietly, 
facing into the wind would be Herring, Black-headed and Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls. -7e sat on the stone fence _ and looked them 
over in the hope of finding a rare or even a different bird.. On 
my way from Monk’s H use to Bdinburgh, I saw other pasture fields 
where hundreds of Gu?ls rested. 


My first Lapwing flew up from this same wet meadow. The 
boldly black and white wing pattern of this Hover attracted my 
attention at once. Then he settled down so that I could have a 
good look. The black and white colouring is distinctive so that 
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I co ul d h a v e a g°od look. The black and white colouring is 
distinctive both 'in flight and when he is standing on the 
grouna. The long crest marks him as a Lapwing, This crest 

was m there l0V The b T U i ^ & Wln ? Was ' blowing all the time I 
was there. J.he Lapwing is a farm bird and I saw several 

flocks on ploughed or cut fields. It was a thril^ng sight 
to see these beautiful Plover. ng Slgnt 

Occasionally one of our group had seen the head of a 
seal in the water, but when we went to the Farnes we could 
see them without the aid of binoculars. Two male Sey seals 
remained on one of the rocky islands, while a grouf of atat 
oi y were bobbing up and down in the choppy sea. They seemed 
to be curious about us and did not attempt to flh On the 

bre S e t ding S nlace C of a t t , Brltaln - ** Fa ™> ^ands aA'thehnly 
^ g lac ® of th grey seal * I - ,d like to visit the is¬ 
lands in November and December when the calves are born A1 

though the adult weighs around six hundred rounds the calves 
are about two and a half feet long. They are Solered with 
long woolly cream-coloured hair which lasts until they are 

a second^ir^ ° 1Cl * T J en thiS ° rea ^ hair ie replaSd by 
At a v grey °° at and the m °tkers decide’ to wean them 

to f^h. ' y ° Ung are tak6n tQ the water Md taught 


It was with real regret that I left Monk’s House and th- 
Islands t ? S° to Edinburgh. I recollect It with pleasure 
hope to revisit those cliffs with their thousands of birds. 

^ ^ 'r >!< >!' >;< >;< 

WHERE DO OUR HOLIDAY CRANBERRIES COME FROM? 

The following account was prepared from notes furnishod 
Minnesota? 01 " Ma ** 1 air1 ^ ° f st - ° laf 


,, , 0ae 0f fclie field trips on which ths 
the nudubon Camp of V/iscohsin was taken 
a commercial cranberry bog near Sarona. 
Is an important industry in V/isconsin, 
cond only to Massachusetts. The centre 


* Botany group from 
this summer was to 
Cranberry production 
The state is now se- 
of the industry is 


v°ar\all ? apids . whare they “have" a celebration each 

?ies Maraschino n^r 0 *- Basides packaging fresh cranber- 
fiff 5 . arascllin ° oianbernes are made and plans for deer 
freezing are under way. p 

Tlae test type of bog for commercial cranberry growing is 
a ''brown bog,- one in which the three typical bog efeMrSfrl 

d“? 1 5e a a“?e a ?ouni d ^ B ° 8 and^S- 

, axa tound. Though the bog which we visited is not a 
. ° W m h b0g ' bne owner llla kes a considerable yearly profit from 

Th^.^anety which grows best here is tL.t known as Seales’ 

of' frUit 18 kn °" und8r thB 


The 


requirements for a cranberry bog are a bog condition 
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of the land and a source of water. The hog has to be diked 
into plots of from five to ten acres and the water so controlled 
as to make it possible to flood it for frost protection; for 
irrigation in time of drought and for harvesting. Here, the 
Beaver Creek has been dammed and the bog diked so that one 
half 'of it can be flooded in four hours and the second half in 
three hours. Ninety-five per cent of the water can be pumped 
back up into the reservoir lake, one mile square in area, 
above the dam. The pumps are able to raise four thousand gal¬ 
lons per minute. 

The Cranberry vine resembles the Creeping,Snowberry but 
the leaves are less pointed. It has woody stems and small pink 
flowers. The blossom has four curled petals and long gold- 
brown' stamens. The plant is said to have been called Crane- 
berry originally because the flower looks like the head of a 
crane. 

Every bog seems to have its problems and in this one, it 
is weeds. Because of the necessity for clipping the weeds the 
bog surface must be level to accommodate the machinery. The 
weed clipper itself is twelve feet wide with seven blades and 
it is operated by one man. To fill in the hollows in the bog, 
sand is spread from one to three inches thick on the ice on 
the bog in the winter. Sanding also serves to kill early weeds. 
But the sand drifts into mounds in time, and at intervals of 
from three to eight years a bull plough such as is used in for¬ 
estry must be run through the bog, turning up the old peat. 

Then it is dragged and rolled down and replanted. 

Another problem is the muskrats which undermine the dikes, 
the earthworks which dam Beaver Brook and the sides of the spill¬ 
way leading from the dam. A permanent crew of seven men are 
needed to maintain the bog all year round. 

The average harvest date is September 15 but sometimes it 
goes on into October. Three or. four more men are hired at har¬ 
vest time. All the fruit ripens at once. When it is ready for 
harvesting the bog is flooded and the buoyant berries, still 
clinging,to the vines, rise to the surface. Three men work to¬ 
gether, two gathering the berries into boxes pulled by the 
third. The rake with which the berries are gathered is a sort 
of basket with two handles and maple tines strengthened with 
metal on one side. The worker wades through the water swing¬ 
ing the basket rhythmically and raking the floating berries off 
the vines. There is an average of two and one half berries per 
vine, 


The boxes of berries are taken to trucks waiting on the 
dike and from there to the processing plant where from thirty- 
five to forty women are employed. The fruit is first put in 
roofed drying racks outdoors. Under ideal conditions it dries 
in twenty-four hours. If a longer time is necessary it begins 
to spoil. Boxes of dry fruit are taken,from the drying racks 
to the second floor of the processing plant and are dumped into 
a feeder line. This takes them to a series of descending wood¬ 
en racks like slanting stair steps. The good berries bounce on 
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the steps as they descend and the bad ones roll out. ..At the 
bottom the good ones continue on, on another belt. Girls 
sit by this conveyor, turning the berries over, and nimbly 
pick out any waste ones remaining. Then the fruit goes to 
another conveyor in the last room of the processing plant, 
where it is packaged in one pound cellophane bags and sealed. 

Another industry closely connected "with the .success of 
the cranberry bog is the keeping of hives of bees in the 
bog. The owner of the bog does not usually look after the 
bees which are necessary to pollinate the Cranberry flowers, 
but rents them out. The man who kept the bees in this.bog 
had others in as many as fifteen bogs at one time. This 
phase of the work is not without its problems for. if the 
Cranberries flower at the same time as Alfalla, for example, 
the bees will go off into the Alfalfa fields instead of 
staying in the bog and the flowers will not be pollinated 
properly. 


AN ENJOYABLE TRIP 
By Louis Spittal 

Editor of the Bellmoore Highlights, Bellmoore Public School, 

Binbrook 


On October 25 during noon hour grades 6, 7 and 8 went 
by bus to the,Shopping Centre in Hamilton to see a nature 
show. The show was put on by the Hamilton Nature Club. 

When we went in on our left there was a Martin birdhouse, 
then on a table was a .display of Canadian mainmals, squir¬ 
rels, rats mice and so forth. Beside the display was a 
hornets’ nest. In a cage there was a White-Footed Mouse, 

On a map of Canada there was the location of mines.. In a 
case there were various minerals. In a glass aquarium, 
there were various kinds of fish. On top of the aquarium 
there.was \a mounted-Gar Pike. Along the other side of the 
aisle there were cases of bugs and worms that destroy plants. 
On the other side in a case there were mountain butterflies. 
In many cases there were stuffed birds. Among these were 
the Passenger Pigeon (now extinct), a Snowy Owl, a Bald 
Eagle and a Golden Eagle. Down another aisle there was a 
Red-bellied Snake, a Ring Necked Snake, another kind of 
Brown Snake, a Milk Snake and a Water Snake. There was 
also a salamander, a toad and a frog. 

While the grades were looking over the exhibits, Paul 
Fricker and I had the pleasure of interviewing Mrs. Nind 
of the Hamilton Nature Club. She said there was to be at 
least forty-seven school groups to come to the show and each 
of these groups averaged around forty people each. Girl 
Guides, a Pioneer group, Boy Scouts and church groups were 
also said booked until October 27. Mrs. Nind said•that next 
year there was to be a bigger.and better organized display. 
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Along one of the walls there were original Allen Brooks 
paintings, .Imong these were pictures of the Condor and a Duck 
Hawk. Also there were many other photographs and pictures of 
■insects, plants and animals. Later we savy two movies, "World 
'in the Marsh" and "Point Pelee." 

After we saw the pictures we went back to the buses. All 
in all it was a very enjoyable day. 

(The above appeared first as an editorial in the Bellmoore 
Highlights. -Ed.) 

* >!< >!- >i< * * 'fi 'P 

NEW BOORS F OR CLUB MEMBERS aT THE HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

By Annie J. Hunt 

Psalm 102 says "I am like a pelican of the wilderness, I 
am like an owl of the desert." It is from this quotation that 
F.F. Darling chose the title of his new book Pelican in the 
wilderness . This interesting travel book of the United States 
and Alaska includes shrewd observations of conservation methods 
and entertaining comments on wild life and people. It is an in¬ 
formal naturalist’s odyssey in North America. 

.Those who enjoyed H.M. Halliday’s book, Wildlife Friends , 
will welcome this new one, Wild l ife trails across Canada . It 
Is dedicated to people everywhere who feel the beckoning of Can¬ 
ada’s outdoor trails. The chapter headings include Algonquin 
Park, Canada’s wild mountaineers, Cry of spring, Seals of the 
St. Lawrence, Pelicans of Old Wives Lake, Saskatchewan’’s barking 
mound builders, Pile-of-Bones marsh, Wild animals of the peaks, 
Eskimos of the muskrat world. 

Finches , by I.D.A. Harman is not a simple pet store manual 
or a serious ornithological work but a very useful handbook con¬ 
taining straightforward information on maintaining avarie'S' and the 
care and breeding, of Finches, Buntings, Cardinals, Grosbeaks, 
Weavers, Whydahs, Wagebills, Grass-finches and Mannikins. The 
illustrations are by R.A, Yowles. 

A new and thoroughly revised edition of The butterfly book , 
by W.J. Holland is worthy of.note, ■ This large, popular and scient¬ 
ific manual, describes and depicts all the butterflies of-the 
United State-s and Canada. The seventy-seven plates and numerous 
figures in the text give over two thousand representations of 
North American butterflies. . . 

G.W.- Danforth in What you should know about snakes reveals 
many fascinating facts about the world of reptiles. His aim is 
"to bring to light the-truth about snakes - their dispositions 
and their characteristics." This is a popularly written account 
with many illustrations. 
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FUTURE EVENTS - 

ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 

Mo nday, January 7 th, 1957 . The regular meeting of the Hamil- 
M °? a^ure Club will be held as usual in Centenary Church Hall 
Main nest near lames St. The speaker will be Mr. H Thomasson’ 
? Hainilton Photographer who will illustrate his 

balk, ' Parade of the Flowers ; 1 by stereo-colour slides and 

photography? ^ methods used in llis oxciting brand of nature 

—Janu ar y 18, —19.5.7« The third Audubon Screen Tour of 
se ®f on Wldl be he ; ld in Westdale School Auditorium at 8.15 
: lh ° se . wll ° remeffl her the previous visits of Dick Bird of 
Regxna, Saskatchewan (-'Newfoundland'”, ‘'British Guiana 11 ') will 
bs e ? ger t0 hear him tell about Alberta, land of contrasts- 
glacieis, great forests, the beauty of Lake Louise, Banff 
and.JAsper National Parks. This growing frontier of vast 
d ^ ds hastioned by the towering Canadian Rockies, 
ich in oil, grain, cattle and abundant wildlife, a wilder- 

moL'ofpLkunes ? 88 ° f WeStfirn Canada is explored in colour ’ 

le tickets fnv 7 ?^ tu ld se ®f n tickets may purchase sing¬ 
le tickets for 75b on the night of the event at the door. 

FIELD EVENTS 

§n-r d ? y l, Dec ember 30th, _l£56. Annual .Ch ristmas Bird Count. 

the compiler, Mr. George North, JA2-6082“for terri't'or- 
ies * complete area has a radius of 7 | miles centering 

on York and Dundurn Streets. It includes S.toney hL- 

non, oouthcote, Ancestor, Mineral Springs, Greensville Mill- 

be? 3 ein ak ?r Medad aM ?° rt Nelson with ^11 the country’in 
between. It you are alone and would like to join another 

name! o?"?hU f' ***• The faults ° f ™r counted tL 

“dubon Hnr T8rS B are publl3hed in the April issue of 

lisher" have found U !f oaMW of l ieh Pointing costs , the pub- 
T-isners have found it necessary to require every observer to 

pay an entry fee of 500 for each count in which he partioi- 

pates. Regulations state that it is the compiler 'sAesponsi- 

biiity to send in, with his report, 50i for each pLtioinant 

to to? itort^pro^Uy ." 1 aault -observers please send the fee 

T | | s day January 1st, 195 , 7 NewYear's Day Hike around the. 

at Q o m „i A I S° ? fcart y° UT i957 Bird List. Meet 
at ) a.m, at king and Dundurn Streets. .Bring lunch Leader 

Douglas Smith, JA 7 - 3063 . iuncn. reader. 

ffiHS’iZTfrr Aut0 tri P around the Bay for 

iinter Duck Census. Meet at Low Level Bridge at 10 am- 
Bring lunch. Leader: George. North, TA2-60S2. 

>:< >i< * >;< >:< >' f >|< 

A HAPPY NET YEAR TO ALL 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to December 15, 1956 - 253 

Red-throated Loon (l)Dec. 9 Carroll's Point Robt. Henry 
Pied-billed Grebe (l)Nov.24 L " ■" G.W. North 

Dble.-cr.Cormorant(1)Oct.28 L Fruitland G.W, North 

Whistling Swan (l)Dec. 1 L Carroll’s Point Harold Mac 

Pherson 

Canada Goose (250)Nov. 9 L Over city R.J.B, North 

Baldpate (l)Dec. 1 L Dundas Marsh John Miles 

Pintail (l)Dec, 9 L ' ;t G.W. North 

Green-winged Teal (l)Dec. 2 L Bronte 11 

Surf Scoter (3)Nov.25 Woodland Cemetery W.A.T. Gilmour 

(1) Dec.16 Beach Canal Ross Anderson 

European Partridge! 3)Nov. 30 Mount Albion K. MaoPherson 

Virginia Rail (l)Nov.29 L Barton & Bay Sts. Ray Lowes 

Wilson's Snipe (9)Nov.21 L Bronte W.E. Benner 

Red-back.Sandpiper(1)Dec, 9 L Dundas Marsh Miles, MaoPherson 

Glaucous Gull " (l)Nov.24 F Valley Inn G.W, North 

Long-eared Owl (4)Dec.l6 Mount Albion ” 

Short-eared Owl . (l)Dec. 9 * Summit J.Miles,MaoPherson 

Arctic Woodpecker (l)Nov,17 N,Shore Marsh J,Cummings, 

H.Williams 

(2) .Dec. 1 W.A.T. Gilmour 

(l)Dec. 1 Hwy.53 L Paradise G.W. North 

(1) Dec, 9 Westdale Park R. Henry 

(.1)Dec.16 Mount Albion R.K. Sargeant' 

Catbird (l)Nov.ll Grimsby Beach Geo. & Glen Meyers 

Ruby-crownedKinglt(1)Nov.25 L Sulphur Springs R, MacLaren 
Water Pipit (l)Nov.l9 L Milton Huber Moore 

Myrtle Warbler (l)Dec. 3 L Kenilworth Ave. Robert Curry 

Com. Yellow-throat(l)Nov.lS N. Shore Marsh I. Miles. . 

E. Meadowlark (5)Dec. 9 Highway 53 Miles, MaoPherson 

Red-winged Blackb,(4)Dec, 1’ L High Level' J. Miles 

Rusty Blackbird (l)Dec, 9 >L Catholic Cemetery L.Gray, D.Iv,Powell 
Brown-h, Cowbird (30)Dec. I L High Level I.Miles 

Eastern Towhee (2)Nov.29 L Catholic Cemetery R.K. Sargeant 
Field Sparrow. (i)Nov.2B Grimsby Beach G. & G. Meyers 

Fox Sparrow (l)Nov.29 Charlotte St. H, MaoPherson 

(2) Dec.l6 Mount Albion North, Sargeant 

* - First report of the 37-ear 
L - Last report of the season 
F - First report of the season 

Please send your reports to Mr, George North, 249 Charlton Ave. W., 
Hamilton, telephone JA 2-6082, before the 15th of the month. 


A DVANCE NOTIC E 

Save the date, February 3rd, 1957, for the annual expedition 
to the Dundas Marsh to erect and repair Wood Duck boxes. 

L.B. Roy 
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JUNIOR■CLUB 


President: •. 

Peter Hamel 

JA 7-7684 

Vice-President: 

Brian Poole 

NE 4-4175 

Secretary: 

Robert Curry 

LI 5-5557 

Vice-Secretary: 

Murray McDiarmid 

LI 4-8292 

Study ;rea Director: 

Bob Stamp 

JA 7-2415 

Reco’rd’s Secretary: 

Bob Henry 

JA 8-4667 

SIXTY MEMBERS 


, ■ 

Our ‘club is growing. 

This is because 

adventuring in ; 

is exciting.and because m 

embers are telling 

their friends 


what fun it i; 


have had hikes 


many did not think lived around Hamiltonl The more experienced 
members bf'our club enjoy showing the new members the inter¬ 
esting birds, flowers, trees, insects and other animals that 
can be found a few steps from your own home. Girls and boys 
can "join the gang 1 ' at hikes and meetings for only 50^ a year. 

PRIZES FOR BIRD LISTS a_ND NATURE DI BISS 


The Ross Thompson Trophy will be awarded at our meeting'on 
January 19' to the member who has seen the' most birds from Jan¬ 
uary 1 to ’December 31, 1956, -inclusive, in Southern Ontario. 
These must be those you have seen yourself; those seen by oth¬ 
er members of your hiking group and not by yourself cannot be 
counted; ’A member who was 14 years old or less on July 1, 
1956, is eligible for a separate first prize. Other prizes 
will also'be awarded. Mr. George North, 249 Charlton Ave. 

Jest (JA 2-6082) will judge the bird lists; for considera¬ 
tion please mail them to him. 

' A HIKE IN NEST D ALE RA VINE by Anon. . 

It was a cold windy cloudy morning that greeted the’ 
party of eight Junior Club members when; they met Mr, Jim 
Dowall at' 9 a.m. on December 8 for a hike behind McMaster 
University. They were well repaid for their hardiness, how¬ 
ever, for' there was a variety of birds to be seen. Just be¬ 
fore' they' reached the woods they saw some Goldfinches with 
their characteristic wavy or undulating flight. Overhead 
soared three or .four Red-tailed Hawks. As the hikers tra¬ 
velled through the damp woods the rich colours of winter 
birds were even more brilliant in the gray of the day. Birds 
seen in various places between the University and the Chil¬ 
dren’s Garden included Downy Woodpecker, Cardinal, Blue Jay, 
Brown Creeper, White-breasted Nuthatch, Tree Sparrow, Slate- 
coloured 0 unco and Black-capped Chickadee. Breaking out 
of the woods at the marsh's edge, the party was chilled by a 
sharp, raw wind but it was worth lingering a short time to 
see three Great Black-backed Gulls as well as Black, Mallard 
and Common Merganser ducks. The hike through the woods to 
the Children’s Garden and back to the corner of University 
and King Streets showed the hikers that you can see a lot of 
birds if you look hard and if you are helped by an exper¬ 
ienced naturalist such as Mr. Jim Dowall. 



- 13 - 


ANIMALS ON TELEVISION 

The Senior Club is presenting a short television show 
called ;i A Look at ijajjurg." every Tuesday at 5.50 p.m. on CHCH/TV. 
Mr. Bob Elstone, club president, and his naturalist friends bring 
animals and plants for all to see. They tell of the young., an¬ 
imals, how they live and grow and many other fascinating things 
about them. I am sure you will all enjoy it. Don’t mis it!! 

Tell your friends! 

FUTURE EVENT S OF JUN IOR CLUB 

Senior Club Hikes on January 1 and January 13 (see Senior Pro- 
gram] can”be attended"by Junior Club members but please contact 
the leaders a few days before the hike to .be sure that there is 
room for you on car hikes. Also be on time so that you will 
not be left behind. 


Saturday. January 5. 1957, at 7.30 p.m . Y.M.C.A., Room 8. This 
will be an evening on SNAKES. Mr, Colin Mills who has spent 
many years studying snakes has consented.to show us some of his 
live pets. He has also some films which he has taken himself. 
This is a special evening to tell your friends about. 

Saturday, January 19. 1957. at 7.30 p.m . Y .A. Q .a., Room 8. Mr. 
Ross Anderson' of our club will tell us about Mexico . He has 
some fine Kodacliromes to illustrate his talk,. On this night the 
Ross Thompson Trophy and other prizes for Bird Lists and Nature 
Diaries will be awarded. 

Saturday, January 26, 19-57 - 9 a.m. sharp - Hike. Mr. Douglas 
Smith (JA 7 - 30 S 3 jlvill lead a hike in King’s .Forest Park to ob¬ 
serve Long-eared. Owls, winter Finches and Pheasants. Possibly 
Great-horned Owls, Snow Buntings and other winter birds and 
some mammals will be seen as well. Take a Delaware bus marked 
Rosedale and get off at Montrose and Rosedale . Dress warmly 
as it is often windy on the top of the escarpment. Also wear 
wa terproof footwear . 



The F. 0,IT, Annual Meeting is to be 7 
held on February 16, 17 and IS, 1957, * 

in Peterborough. 
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OFF ICERS OF THE HAMILT ON N ATURE CLUB 19$6-57 

Honourary President Dr. G.O. McMillan 53 Oak Knoll Drive 

Past President ' Mrs. G-.W. North 249 Charlton Ave. West 

President Mr, R.O. Elstone R.R.l, Ancaster MI8-6007 

First Vice-President and Director of the Junior Club 

Dr. Douglas Davies 161 Cline Ave. S. JA9-5130 

Second Vice-President and Treasurer 

Mr, Douglas Smith 16 Hollywood North JA7-3063 

Secretary Miss Helen Barker Mountain Sanatorium JA7-6353 

Chairmen of Committees: 

Audubon Screen Tours 

Mrs. J.F, Houston 250 James St.S. JA2-5656 

Conservation Mr. Lawrence Roy R.R.l, Hamilton JA8- 3166 

Education Mrs. R. Fujimoto Mountain Sanatorium JA7-15H 

Local 53R3 

Field Events Mrs, K. Sibakin 147 0-ueen St.S. JA8-3156 

Membership Miss Evelyn Morris 73 Townsend Ave.E, 

Aldershot, Burlington NE4-3319 

Publications Miss A.E, LeWarne 549 Main St.E. Ja2-36l6 

Publicity and Program 

Mr, Ii.C.Poole 943 Park Ave. 

Aldershot, Burlington NE4-4175 

Mr. F. Schneider 142 Cope St. LI5-5763 

Records: 

Birds Mr. G.W. North 249_ Charlton Ave. W JA2-60S2 

Ferns Mrs. Robert H. Lloyd7 Homewood Ave. JA7-5341 

Mammals Dr. Peter Henderson 32 Rosslyn Ave.S, LI4-73S0 

Plants Mr. Harvey Williams 20 Searle St. JA7-8107 

Trees Mr. H.E. Kettle 160 Delaware Ave, Li4-0876 

Club representatives on .the City of Hamilton Beautification Committee: 

Mr. R.O. ElstOne R.R.l, Ancaster' MI8-6007 

Mr. Lawrence Roy R.R.l, Hamilton JA8-3166 


"’The Wood Duck ;i 

The Wood Duck is published monthly, from September "to May by the 
members of the Hamilton Nature Club. Its purpose is to aid in the 
study, appreciation and conservation of our native, wild and beauti¬ 
ful heritage. Members are urged to share their nature experiences 
and are requested to send their contributions to the editor by the 
10th of the month, to appear in the following issue. If possible, 
manuscripts should be typewritten, using one side of the paper only, 
lines double spaced. Material may be reprinted without special 
permission. Credit lines will be appreciated. 

Editor: Miss A.E. Le Arne, 549 Main St. East, Hamilton, 

Telephone: JA2-3616. 

Staff: Mr. Harold Cunliffe 

Miss Priscilla Einchcliffe 
Mrs. C.L. Powell 
Miss Eunice Smillie 



